
THE demand for organic 
crops continues to exceed 

supply, and growers every-
where are encouraged to con-
sider the potential for organic 
production. 

This year’s Iowa Organic 
Conference will be held Nov. 
19 at the Scheman Building 
at Iowa State University. 
The conference will include 
multiple sessions on organic 
livestock production taught by 
farmers who have success-
fully managed their animal 
systems. Also covered will be 
the production of local foods, 
including marketing options 
for beginning growers.

In addition, there will be 
presentations on organic 
grains, vegetables, herbs, 
fruits, soil health and incen-
tives to get you started or en-
hance your marketing skills. A 
trade show of 30 vendors fea-
turing organic products and 
services will be held during 
the conference.

■ For registration or more in-
formation on ISU’s Organic 
Agriculture program, go to 
extension.agron.iastate.
edu/organicag.

THE Council for Agricultural 
Science and Technology 

has released a new report, 
“Convergence of Agriculture 
and Energy: II. Producing 
Cellulosic Biomass for Biofuels.”

“Current biofuel produc-
tion in the United States 
relies primarily on conversion 
of corn grain to ethanol, but 
future systems are expected 
to depend more extensively 
on plant biomass,” says Steve 
Fales, associate director of the 

Offi ce of Biorenewables at Iowa 
State University and task force 
chairman. 

“In addition, current cropping 
systems generally are designed 
to optimize grain production 
and aren’t designed to harvest 
all the aboveground portion 
of the plant for cellulose-con-
taining biomass,” notes Fales. 
“Signifi cant, immediate national 
investments are needed, along 
with changes in policy, to ad-
dress challenges limiting the 

sustainable production and 
effi cient use of cellulosic bio-
mass as a fuel feedstock to 
meet anticipated U.S. demand.”

The new report covers 
critical questions, including: 

■ What issues should be 
evaluated in a realistic ap-
praisal of current and future 
feedstock supplies? 

■ What production 
methods should be used to 
maximize agronomic systems?

■ What crops should be 
developed for biomass? 

The full report is online at 
www.cast-science.org.

New report on biomass

ACTING USDA Secretary 
Chuck Conner says his 
agency will not offer 

penalty-free early releases from 
Conservation Reserve Program 
contracts this fall. He says early 
releases are not needed with 
a record U.S. corn crop being 
harvested this year.

“Also, the United States had 
slightly higher-than-expected 
stocks for corn and soybeans 
on hand in early September, at 
the start of the current 2007-08 
crop marketing year,” Conner 
adds. “In addition, on Sept. 30, 
2 million CRP acres under ex-

No early CRP release
isting contracts expired.”

He expects market signals 
to attract adequate acres for 
various crop needs.

“Wheat, soybean and corn 
prices are providing very 
strong incentives to plant 
more acreage this fall and next 
spring,” he says. “Throughout 
the past year, the market fo-
cused on attracting corn acres. 
Farmers responded accord-
ingly, with U.S. corn acres in 
2007 increasing to their highest 
level since 1944.”

Conner says he does not 
expect USDA to offer general 

CRP sign-up while grain stock 
levels remain historically low 
and prices continue at unprec-
edented high levels. But the 
continuous CRP sign-up option 
is another matter. 

Acres under the continuous 
CRP sign-up, such as fi lter 
strips and riparian buffers, are 
not affected by USDA’s general 
sign-up decisions, he explains. 
Enrollment of acres that qualify 
for sign-up in the continuous 
CRP option is ongoing.

Testifying before the U.S. 
House Ag Committee in late 
October, USDA Chief Economist 

Organic event
coming to ISU

Keith Collins said there are 
good reasons for some farmers 
to take some land out of CRP.

“Most of the land in CRP 
is in wheat country,” says 
Collins. “And the kind of wheat 
prices we are looking at right 
now, such as $8.50 a bushel 
for December delivery, are ex-
traordinary.

“I think that kind of a wheat 
price would encourage people 
who don’t have extremely en-
vironmentally sensitive land to 
exit the CRP and go back in to 
wheat production.”

Collins doesn’t expect the 
wheat price to stay at $8.50, 
but in the $5 to $6 range it is 
going to be very attractive for 
an awful lot of land that is cur-
rently in the CRP to be planted 
to wheat, he notes. 

What about corn and soy-
beans? Those prices this fall 
have been high, too. Will more 
land be pulled out of CRP and 
planted to those crops? Collins 
doesn’t really foresee that hap-
pening. While Collins does see 
some CRP land being brought 
back into crop production, 
mainly for wheat planting, he 
believes much of the CRP land 
will remain in the program.

The Roundup Ready® Corn 2 
System was planted on 
approximately 50 million 
acres this season – making 
it the leading weed-control 
program in U.S. agriculture. 

Iowa State University 
Extension weed specialist 
and professor of agronomy 
Mike Owen offers the 

following advice for growers who use a rotation 
of Roundup Ready Corn 2 and Roundup Ready 
Soybeans to achieve effective weed control and 
minimize the chance of weed resistance 
on their farms:

achieving effective weed management. 
Correct application timing needs to be 
used to control weeds efficiently and 
effectively. Remember, the objective of 
weed management is to protect potential 
crop yield by removing weeds before they 
begin to compete with the crop. Timely 
application of herbicides is also a good 
stewardship practice against weed 
population shifts and weed resistance 
development.

and which ones are the most problematic 
to control. Understand weed-emergence 
patterns and use this information to plan 
weed-management tactics. 

system in both Roundup Ready Corn 2 
and Roundup Ready Soybeans to more 
effectively and consistently control weeds. 
Doing so enables better control of early-
germinating weeds, which are potentially 
the most damaging to crop yields, and may 
help reduce the chances of weeds evolving 
resistance to glyphosate. This strategy 
minimizes the initial weed pressure, which 
increases the “window of opportunity” for 
a timely post application that will better 
protect potential crop yields. 

Recommended label rates are set by 
determining what levels will give the best 
weed control in most circumstances. Using 
lower rates can result in variable control 
and success.  

Iowa State University Weed Specialist 
Encourages Good Stewardship in Roundup Ready®

Corn 2 and Roundup Ready Soybeans

Always read and follow pesticide label directions. Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup®

agricultural herbicides. Roundup agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not glyphosate tolerant. Monsanto imagine® and the Vine Design, Roundup®

and Roundup Ready® are registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. ©2007 Monsanto Company. [31728-22 WF-FP tip 10/07]

Mike Owen 
Iowa State 
University
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Save
up to

Beat winter 
to the punch.

ettendorf, IA...............K&K Hardware - 1818 Grant Street ............................................563-355-4791
Clinton, IA...................Witt’s Small Engine - 2316 16th Street NW..................................563-243-8322
Clive, IA......................Clive Power Equipment - 7600 University Ave.............................515-279-2296
Decorah, IA.................Usgaard & Smith Sales & Service - 302 College Drive...............563-382-4864
Hiawatha, IA...............Midway Outdoor Power Equip.- 1215 N Center Point Rd............319-393-0443 
Iowa City, IA................Pyramid Services - 390 Highland Ave.........................................319-337-2133
Mason City, IA.............Floyd & Leonard - 520 S Washington..........................................641-423-2072
West Burlington, IA....George’s Lawnmower - 309 E Agency Rd...................................319-754-5941

See your local 
Independent

Toro Dealer for the 
complete line up of

 Toro Snowthrowers.

Toro Power Max 828LXE Pictured

120120$
 On All 2 Stage Snowthrowers*
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