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NewsWatch

Texas rancher’s wildlife conservation honored
TEXOMA TALK
By J.T. SMITH and
DAN CRUMMETT
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OHN B. Brent of the Anacahuita
Ranch in Jim Hogg County, Texas,
has received the Land Stewardship
award from the Texas Chapter of the
Wildlife Society for excellence in wildlife
conservation.
Brent purchased the ranch in 1999
from an absentee landowner during a
severe drought that had begun in 1994.

Brent’s first approach was to defer the
land from livestock grazing since the
drought and excessive stocking rates
had taken a toll on the land. The nativemix tall-grass community that the rangeland was capable of producing had
shifted to weak annual grasses, undesirable weeds and brush.
Brent worked with Erasmo
Montemayor, USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service district conservationist, and the Monte Mucho Soil and
Water Conservation District to develop
a long-range conservation plan aimed
at restoring the ranch with a mix of tall

grass prairie and a healthy balance of
open grasslands and brush composition.
This would sustain a healthy population
of wildlife, including white-tailed deer
and bobwhite quail.
The South Texas rancher purchased
necessary equipment to make range
improvements. He also drilled a deepwater well at a central location on the
ranch, and installed PVC pipe to build or
restore nine wildlife-watering facilities.
Five existing windmills were restored
to working condition to better distribute
water throughout the ranch for wildlife
and other future cattle stocking.

WILDLIFE HONORS: Ann and John
Brent have prolific wildlife on their
ranch in Jim Hogg County, Texas.
John has been honored with the Land
Stewardship award from the Texas
Chapter of the Wildlife Society for
excellence in wildlife conservation.
Brent joined the efforts with the
Randado Wildlife Management Co-op,
which encompasses more than 35,000
acres of neighboring ranches that are
managed to enhance wildlife habitats
and produce trophy-quality white-tailed
deer. Brent and Montemayor conducted
annual aerial surveys of the deer population and developed deer harvest recommendations based on their survey.
Rainfall between 2002 and 2004
helped Brent begin to see results of
his hard work in improving the ranch’s
overall range health. He plans on using
prescribed burning to maintain open
areas and the land’s ecological health.
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What you put in is what you get out. Times ten. So when you buy an Arctic Cat® SuperDuty Diesel, expect nothing but
the toughest, most dependable ATV available. It all starts with a twin-cylinder, 4-stroke diesel engine. It’s 50% more

Stan Comer has gone to work for Trans
Ova Genetics of Sioux Center, Iowa, as
area sales manager, covering Oklahoma
and Texas, and providing client support
across the Southeast.
Comer is a graduate of Oklahoma
State University, where he was a
member of the National Champion
Livestock Judging Team. He and his
family reside in Ardmore, Okla.
As area sales manager, he will
work closely with Trans Ova Genetics
Professional Service teams at regional centers in Crescent, Okla., and
Centerville, Texas.
Chris Breedlove, manager of Olton
Co-op Gin in Olton, Texas, will serve as
2008 president of the National Cotton
Ginners Association.
Curtis Griffith of Morton, Texas, has
been recognized as the Horace Hayden
“National Cotton Ginner of the Year” for
the past year. His family has been in the
ginning business since 1945.

fuel-efficient than comparably powered ATVs. How about muscle. Liquid-cooled. 686cc’s. We’re talking serious pulling
power. Durable. Dependable. Powerful. That’s our 700 Diesel. Now the only hard part is finding enough work to keep
this diesel satisfied. To learn more or to find a dealer near you, visit www.arcticcat.com. Arctic Cat. More To Go On™.
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ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV; never engage in stunt
driving; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and could cause injury or even death. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Only ride an ATV that is right for your age. Adult supervision required for riders
younger than 16. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take a training course, and that they read and understand their owner’s manual before operation. Along with concerned conservationists everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you to
“Tread Lightly” on public and private lands. Ride only on designated areas or trails. Preserve your future riding opportunities by showing respect for the environment, local laws, and the rights of others when riding. For safety or
training information in the U.S., call the ATV Safety Institute at (800) 887-2887. In Canada, call the Canada Safety Council at (613) 739-1535 or see your dealer. Do not shoot from or lean firearms or bows
against the ATV. ©2007 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., ®™Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat ATVs are world-class products from Arctic Cat Inc.
WWW.ARCTICCAT.COM

EEPING magazines around is an important resource, but over time they
can pile up. To help you keep that office
organized, www.TheFarmerStockman.
com offers you “Magazine Online.” This
special feature on the left-side shortcuts
menu of the Web site provides access to
the most recent back issues.
You can do a keyword search for a
specific article or simply check out a previous issue. You’ll find the issue looking
pretty much as it showed up originally
in your mailbox in a kind of e-magazine
format. You’ll need to have the latest version of Adobe Acrobat enabled for your
Web browser. All you do is make sure
Acrobat is on your computer and that
feature is automatic.
Got a question about the Web site?
Send it along to Willie Vogt, editorial director, at wvogt@farmprogress.com.

