
PRESSURE continues building to 
force more constraints on farm 
animal production. Animal rights 

and care advocates are pushing new re-
strictions in New Jersey and California. 
And now, these groups are starting to 
stir in Pennsylvania.

The latest report from the Pew 
Commission on Industrial Farm Animal 
Production will reinforce those efforts. 
The report recommends solutions 
to the problems created by “concen-
trated animal feeding operations” in 
four primary areas: public health, the 
environment, animal welfare and rural 
communities.

The commission includes 15 indi-
viduals from the fi elds of public policy, 
veterinary medicine, public health, ag-
riculture, animal welfare, the food in-
dustry and rural society. It includes a 
former U.S. secretary of agriculture and 
is chaired by former Kansas Gov. John 
Carlin.

The commission heard about 54 
hours of testimony from stakeholders 
and experts, and received technical 
reports from academics from institu-
tions across the country. The members 
visited operations in Iowa, California, 
North Carolina, Arkansas and Colorado 
to gather information on each of the 
subject areas. 

Summary of report
Here are the summary points presented 
in the commission’s fi nal report:

■ Ban non-therapeutic use of anti-
microbials in food animal production 
to reduce the risk of antimicrobial resis-
tance to medically important antibiotics 
and other microbials.

■ Implement a disease-monitoring 
program for food animals to allow 48-
hour traceback of those animals through 
aspects of their production, in a fully in-
tegrated and robust national database.

■ Treat industrial farm animal pro-
duction as an industrial operation and 
implement a new system to deal with 
farm waste to replace the infl exible and 
broken system that exists today, to pro-
tect Americans from the adverse envi-
ronmental and human health hazards.

■ Phase out the most intensive and 

Key Points
■ Animal advocacy groups push for tougher 

animal care constraints.
■ Pew Commission report targets “industrial 

farm animal production.”
■ Report takes aim at non-therapeutic drug 

use, manure handling and animal care.

Report targets ‘industrial farms’
inhumane production practices within a 
decade to reduce the risk of industrial 
farm animal production to public health 
and improve animal well-being (i.e. ges-
tation crates and battery cages).

■ Federal and state laws need to 
be amended and enforced to provide a 
level playing fi eld for producers when 
entering contracts with integrators.

■ Increase funding for, expand and 
reform animal agriculture research.

Is this report just one more attack 
on modern animal production systems 
or a balanced report to be taken seri-
ously? You decide. You can access the 
full report at www.pcifap.org.

Harpster is a Penn State animal scien-
tist and a part-time cow-calf producer.

By HAROLD HARPSTER

Commentary

Some things, you just can’t control. But with three fungicides and an insecticide in one
seed treatment, the early season health and vigorous growth of your corn crop isn’t one 
of them. Cruiser Extreme® 250 is the only corn seed treatment that gives you this level of 
control, with four active ingredients protecting against a broad spectrum of insects and 
all four major fungal groups. 
    So instead of worrying about your corn, sit back and watch 
your yield potential climb. Which means that profit is one more 
thing you won’t have to worry about this season. Ask your
seed company to treat your seed with Cruiser Extreme 250 
or Cruiser Extreme 1250 today, or visit cruisercorn.com.

Markets. Drought. The occasionally disgruntled spouse. 
Clearly, you have enough to worry about above ground.

Cruiser Extreme 250 and Cruiser Extreme 1250 are seed company-applied promotional combinations of four active ingredients that 
respectively deliver .25 mg ai/seed and 1.25 mg ai/seed of Cruiser (thiamethoxam) plus three fungicides: Apron XL®, Maxim® XL and Dynasty®.
Cruiser® insecticide is protected by several pending patent applications and granted patents in the US and worldwide, including US Patent 
Nos. 5852012 and 6844339. ©2007 Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc., P.O. Box 18300, Greensboro, NC  27419. Important: Always read and follow 
label instructions before buying or using these products. Cruiser®, Cruiser Extreme®, Apron®, Maxim®, Dynasty® and the Syngenta logo are 
registered trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Syngenta Customer Center: 1-866-SYNGENT(A) (796-4368). www.farmassist.com. 
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