
By ANN TONER

MANY areas of wheat country 
were blessed with rain this 
year, and wheat prices were 

good. The combination meant many 
producers were money ahead to spray a 
fungicide on their wheat crop, says Curt 
Thompson, Kansas State University 
Extension crops and soils specialist for 
southwest Kansas.

Preliminary yield results coming 
from K-State plots, where conditions 
were conducive to fungus attacks, indi-
cate plots sprayed with fungicide have a 
1- to 4-pound increase in test weight and 
a 10- to 15-bushel yield advantage over 
identical unsprayed plots. The spray 
advantage is greatest where susceptible 
varieties, including the popular Jagger 
and Jagalene, were grown. Details of the 
studies will be available at winter wheat 
meetings.

Think before you spray
Farmers facing a fungus threat could 
spend $20 an acre to spray and still 
make money if they have a good stand.  

However, Thompson doesn’t believe 
that annual routine spraying pays off in 
the absence of a fungal threat, except 
maybe for wheat seed fi elds, where pro-
ducing clean, heavy kernels is essential 
to next year’s crop. 

Rather, Thompson recommends 
farmers decide the merits of spraying 
based on their specifi c conditions. It 
begins with awareness.

Farmers must know whether the va-
rieties they’ve planted are particularly 
susceptible to rust and other funguses. 
Also, keep in mind fi eld conditions and 
yield potential of the crop and whether 
that is enough to justify spray costs.

Since rust spores blow in, wheat 
growers should be aware of rust prob-
lems in Oklahoma and Texas, and scout 
their own fi elds for early signs of rust.

Wheat fi elds need to be sprayed 
before or at fl owering.

When fungicide pays
Jim Shroyer, K-State Extension agrono-
mist, cites some examples of when 
spraying did pay off. He says in 2004, 
researchers had about a 10-bushel yield 
advantage using the 14-ounce rate of 
Syngenta’s Quilt fungicide over the 
same varieties unsprayed. The more 
susceptible the variety was to rust, the 
bigger the yield gain.

The results were as follows: Overley, 

Key Points
■ It pays to use a fungicide when your 

wheat fi elds are threatened.
■ Spraying can save test weight and 10 to 

15 bushels per acre in yield.
■ Crop specialist says spraying when it isn’t 

needed may be money wasted.

At right time, fungicide pays off

72.9 bushels with spray vs. 63.3 bushels 
unsprayed; 2145, 71.1 bushels with 
spray vs. 62.2 bushels unsprayed; Jager, 

72.1 bushels with spray vs. 57.1 bushels 
unsprayed; Jagaline, 84.6 bushels with 
spray vs. 74.1 bushels unsprayed.

Thompson says in 2005, southwest 
Kansas saw a 10- to 15-bushel yield re-
sponse to spraying, but 2006 saw no re-
sponse to the practice. But he believes 
the 2007 results still being tabulated will 
also show a large yield response.

New products for wheat
Plant pathologist Erick DeWolf says a 
new fungicide is available for use with 

the 2007-08 wheat crop. Proline, from 
Bayer Crop Protection, is reputed to be 
effective on head scab (fusarium head 
blight) and can also be used on foliar 
leaf diseases. The active ingredient is 
prothioconazole. 

Two additional Bayer products could 
be approved for use on wheat by spring: 
Prosaro (tebuconazole plus prothicon-
azole) is said to work on head scab 
and leaf disease suppression; Absolute 
(trifl oxystrobin plus tebuconazole) is a 
strong leaf-rust control agent.
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Hungry for more? Visit your local CAT dealer to experience the new MT900B Series Tractors 
from Challenger or visit us at: www.challengerag.com   

Hungry for power?  Feast your eyes on the 
MT900B Series Tractors from Challenger. This is 
one big machine; the most powerful, heaviest built 
tractor you can drive. The Challenger MT900B 
covers more acres than a cool morning dew.

Powered by the Cat C18 ACERT engine with an 
8% power bulge, up to 615 peak HP, and a 42% 
torque rise, it hauls. With an engine displacement 
of 18.1 liters, 50% larger axles, a robust powershift 
transmission and a base machine weight of 47,000 
pounds with the capability to be rated up to 
60,000 pounds; the MT900B is the best 
performing tractor available.

The MT900B Series tractors from Challenger are 
available now and sold exclusively through your 
Caterpillar® dealer. 

So
  dig
   in.
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