
Playa wetlands found in six states  
PLAYAS are seasonal wetlands found in abundance throughout the southern 

and western High Plains. There are more than 60,000 playas, or 500,000 
playa acres, in a six-state area of Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

Playas are the primary source of recharge for the Ogallala Aquifer and are 
critical habitat for migratory and resident birds and other wildlife in the region. 
More than 70% of all playas have been altered from their natural state and have 
lost much of their wetland values. Sedimentation is the No. 1 threat to playas, 
and more than 50% of the wetlands have been buried by eroded soils and are 
effectively “fossilized,” meaning they no longer function as wetlands.

The Playa Lake Joint Venture is a partnership of state and federal wildlife and 
agriculture agencies, national and local conservation groups, businesses, and 
private landowners dedicated to conserving playas, other wetlands and grass-
lands for the benefi t of birds, other wildlife and people in the High Plains.

landowners are concerned about the 
future of the Ogallala Aquifer, not all 
understand playas’ crucial role in 
groundwater recharge. Of 13 possible 
resources that might warrant additional 
conservation effort, landowners say 
they support “more conservation than 
now” for only one: the Ogallala Aquifer. 
However, about 50% of landowners 
say they do not know whether or not 
playas recharge groundwater, when in 
fact playas are the primary source of 
recharge for the aquifer.

Survey details
The High Plains Landowner Survey 
was conducted from March through 

May 2006 by DJ Case and Associates on 
behalf of the PLJV. 

The 21-question survey was mailed 
to 1,800 landowners randomly selected 
from a Farm Service Agency list of agri-
cultural producers in a six-state region 
that includes eastern Colorado and New 
Mexico; western Kansas, Nebraska and 
Oklahoma; and the Texas Panhandle. 

Final response for the survey was 
26% (429 respondents). Confi dence 
level for this sample is plus/minus 2% 
to 5% points. 

■ Complete survey results and an ex-
ecutive summary are available on the 
PLJV Web site at www.pljv.org.

*Offer valid 2/1/07 through 3/31/07. Individual must receive a 
complete engineered proposal on a New Valley BaseStation2 
from an authorized Valley dealer to qualify for this free offer.

GARMIN, eTrex and Personal Navigator are registered 
trademarks of GARMIN Corporation.

It’s Better Than a Day 
Spent Checking Pivots

For a limited time, get a FREE
eTrex® Legend Personal 
Navigator® handheld GPS by 
receiving a complete engineered 
proposal on a NEW BaseStation2 
from your local Valley dealer*.

To take advantage of this offer, bring this 
ad to your Valley dealer, contact Valmont 
at basestation@valmont.com, or call 
1.877.568.7878.

BaseStation2

Eliminate wasted time, gas and resources on long, tedious trips 
to your pivots in the field. BaseStation2 allows you to monitor 
and control your pivot’s performance from your computer — 
on your time. Leaving you more time to enjoy life.

For more information on Valley BaseStation2, contact a Valley 
dealer or visit www.valmont.com/basestation for a FREE 
demo DVD.

See your local 
Valley® dealer today.

Kansas
Ag Systems
Larned • 620-285-2111

Cimarron Valley Irrigation
Hugoton • 620-544-7323

Country Feeds
Montezuma • 620-846-2259

Dodge City Implement
Dodge City • 800-929-4265

Farmers Union Valley Irrigation
St. Mary’s • 785-437-2775

Gigot Agra Products, Inc.
Elkhart • 620-697-1192

Hitchcock, Inc.
Goodland • 785-899-5628

Inman Irrigation, Inc.
Inman • 800-886-2380

Newton Electric
Concordia • 785-243-2734

Republican Valley Irrigation Inc.
Clay Center • 785-632-5588

Teeter Irrigation, Inc.
Garden City • 620-276-8257
Johnson • 800-261-2362
Plains • 620-563-7557
Sublette • 620-675-8330
Ulysses • 800-524-5497

Western Kansas Valley, Inc.
Sharon Springs • 785-852-4606

Western Sprinklers, Inc.
Colby • 785-462-6755
St. Francis • 785-332-2597
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