
LAST spring, 2,500 hogs were quar-
antined, sentenced to death and 
projected to be buried in our town’s 

landfi ll. The hogs appeared healthy, but 
they had been declared toxic waste. 
They had apparently eaten feed con-
taminated by melamine.

Melamine is hardly a household 
word, at least not before this incident. 
It is an industrial chemical widely used 
in plastic manufacturing. Melamine 
“scrap” is high in nitrogen, cheap and 
easily obtained in fast-growing industrial 
nations like China. It was not the sort of 
thing likely to affect hog farmers.

That was before pets died from un-
identifi ed causes, and pet food compa-
nies recalled cat and dog food. News 
media reported that the recalled pet 
food contained melamine-laced wheat 
gluten from China.

In rapid order, media reported adul-
terated feed had been eaten by thou-
sands of hogs and millions of chickens. 

Cautious consumers need facts
to make own choices over food

By THAD BOX
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It might get into human food. Reporters 
wrote that adding melamine and cyan-
uric acid to animal feed was widespread 
in China. They were a cheap way to in-
crease nitrogen, a surrogate used to es-
timate protein in feed analysis.

The U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Drug Administration and 
World Health Organization said the 
risk to humans from eating animals fed 
melamine was very low. Some of the 
hogs and chickens should have a re-
prieve. The amount of melamine in pork 
and poultry products from animals 
eating the tainted feed was diluted. 
Experts thought meat from the quaran-
tined animals was safe for human con-
sumption.

Not taking any chances
That matters little. It is beside the point. 
Americans are highly intolerant of food 
with even a hint it might put them in 
danger. One mad cow panics meat 
eaters. Apple crops have rotted because 
of suspected pesticide residue in juice. 
A cantaloupe industry was destroyed 
by salmonella. Spinach vanished from 
grocery shelves because E. coli contam-
inated one fi eld of fresh greens. It may 
take years to determine the effect of the 

melamine incident on pork and poultry 
consumption.

Information allows for choice
Some people blame the media, but it 
does no good to shoot the messenger. 

Others blame trade policies that 
allow Chinese feed to be sold more 
cheaply in our country than we can 
grow it. However, our national policy is 
to be active in the global market. Still 
others blame government for not ad-
equately inspecting all food.

The U.S. is a major importer of food. 
We eat few meals without some of the 
products coming from foreign lands. To 
keep food safe we need careful inspec-
tion to minimize harmful food products 
from reaching our tables and adequate 
labeling to allow us to make informed 
choices about the food we buy.

Food inspection agencies are un-
derstaffed and underfunded. USDA and 
FDA do a good job on food they actually 
inspect, but they are limited by inade-
quate budgets, confl icting jurisdictions 
and bureaucratic organization. At best, 
they only sample a small amount of food 
coming into this country. The system 
cries for investigation, reform and ad-
equate funding.

Inspections alone, however good, 
cannot make our food completely safe. 
Inspections should be combined with 
labeling that allows consumers to vote 
with their pocketbook. In addition to 
data now mandated on labels, each item 
should include where it was grown and 
whether or not it has been inspected 
by USDA, FDA or a state inspector. The 
buyer could weigh the risk of eating a 
food that had not been inspected.

My wife says, “Give me informa-
tion, and I will make the choice.” If 
she were faced with apples from Utah, 
Washington, Chile and China, she would 
not just compare price or food safety.
She would consider freshness, fl avor, 
food miles, environmental cost and 
many factors. Knowing Jenny, the sight 
of local orchards bulldozed for housing 
developments would make her chose 
Utah apples regardless of price.

Box lives in Logan, Utah. He writes 
about land and people of the West. He 
can be reached at thadbox@comcast.net 
or 435-787-8706.

See Cleary website for map to offices

Serving our clients since 1978

CONTACT THE OFFICE NEAREST YOU!

Pre-Engineered Structures For: • Residential • C o m m e r c i a l • Equine • Farm • Suburban • Metal Roofing

Come in for aFREE Quote &the Best Pricesof the Season!

42’x63’x15’

8-07

• GRANDRIB 3 PLUS STEEL HAS UP TO 1.0 OZ OF ZINC,
RESULTING IN UP TO 67% MORE CORROSION PROTECTION

• LIFETIME STEEL PAINT WARRANTY
• 3 PLY NON-SPLICED COLUMNS   • FEATURING                DOORS          
• BUILDERS RISK AND FULL INSURANCE DURING CONSTRUCTION

Free Give aways with estimate!
Food & Refreshments provided!

$387/mo.* No Payments until 01-01-08

$207/mo.* No Payments until 01-01-08

GRANTS PASS,  OR, 1300 Rouge River Hwy 99 ............................. (541) 479-1465

GARLAND, UT,  14800 N. 6000 West  ............................................... (435) 257-4578

LaVERKIN, UT,  150 S. State St. (Hwy 9) ........................................... (435) 635-7395

PAYSON, UT,  80 S. Main St., Ste. C (Exit 250 Off I-15) .................... (801) 465-0300

SHERIDAN, WY,  409 E. 1st St. (Exit 23 off I-90) .............................. (307) 673-4559

COLUMBUS, MT, 637 N. 9th St., Ste. 100 (Hwy 78) ........................ (406) 322-5427

GREAT FALLS, MT,  728 6th St. NW (next to MT Expo Park) ....... (406) 453-4322

VICTOR, MT, 1302 Hwy 93 N (Design Plaza, Ste. 3) ....................... (406) 961-5333

MORIARTY, NM,  801B US Route 66 W ........................................... (505) 832-4669

HERMISTON, OR,  81564 Hwy 395 N ............................................. (541) 922-2885

1-800-373-5550 www.clearybuilding.com
*Subject to credit approval through Key Bank. Based on an 8.49% interest rate, subject to increase or decrease. 8.98 APR (as of 05/22/07) is based on a second lien with 240 monthly payments. 6 months deferred until first
payment. Actual APR is based on date of application, credit qualifications, ownership, lien position, loan amount, loan-to-value percentage, and is subject to change without notice. Monthly payment amounts based on a con-
tract price of $43,000 for 30’x64’x14’ w/(2) 12’x64’x8’ leans (building pictured) or $23,000 for 42’x63’x15’ (building pictured). This offer is valid for applications taken through 8/13/2007.

Come and see how affordable Cleary Quality can be!
YOU ARE INVITED TO...

Features attic trusses in main
building for extra storage!

AUGUST 2ND&3RD 8AM- 6PM
AUGUST 4TH 8AM - 5PM

OPEN HOUSE SALE!

30’x64’x14’ w/(2) 12’x64’x8’ leans
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