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Vilsack defends efforts

US. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack

showed his grilling skills by flip-
ping pork burgers at the lowa Pork
Producers food stand at the 2009 lowa
State Fair. While there, he was grilled by
pork producers asking when the Obama
administration will take action to try to
boost low hog prices.
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During an open forum, Vilsack talked
about a range of issues. He defended ef-
forts by the administration and Congress
to pass climate change legislation. “I be-
lieve climate change is real. | know some
people disagree,” he said. “The rest of
the world is looking for leadership from
the United States on climate change. If
we don’t lead, international cooperation

flet,Outhack put

If you're like many producers around the country, when you take a look around

at your neighbors, you’ll notice a large number are running Outback® Guidance
Systems. It's not a coincidence. They simply selected the industry’s most admired
GPS brand and here are a few reasons why:

e A Worldwide Leader in GPS

Guidance and Auto Steer Systems
¢ Innovator of WAAS Technology
e Crescent®Technology - Industry-

leading GPS Receiver
e ESP - Industry’s Most

Comprehensive Protection Plan
¢ Industry’s Best Direct Factory
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Don’t wait, let Outback Guidance put you on the map today. Contact your
Outback Guidance Center or visit us online at www.OutbackGuidance.com.

Excellent Brand Recognition and
Resale Value
Most Simple, Accurate and
Affordable System to Operate
Proven Immediate Return on
Investment
It's What Your Neighbor Runs
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2207 lowa Street

Hiawatha, Kansas 66434 USA

FAX {785) 742-4584 *Toll Free 800-247-3808
www.outbackguidance.com

Nominate a Master Farmer

E know you're busy, but we'd

like your help. Wallaces Farmer
hasn’t named a Master Farmer in
some counties for more than 30 years.
Those are: Appanoose, Audubon,
Benton, Butler, Clarke, Crawford,
Decatur, Emmett, Fayette, Greene,
Grundy, Guthrie, Howard, Jasper,
Johnson, Lee, Louisa, Lyon, Madison,
Mahaska, Marion, Mills, Montgomery,
Shelby, Union, Van Buren, Warren,
Winneshiek and Wayne.

We are confident there are quali-
fied candidates in every county in
lowa. All it takes is for you to nominate
someone. Deadline for nominations
for 2010 is Oct. 1, 2009. Forms can be
downloaded at www.WallacesFarmer.
com under “More Wallaces Farmer.”
Or, call 515-278-7780 and ask for
the form to be sent to you. Please re-
member letters of support from neigh-
bors, ag business leaders, ministers,
etc., help strengthen a nomination.

on other issues, such as trade and ter-
rorism, will be much harder.”

Vilsack was responding to a ques-
tion from Mike Ver Steeg, a hog farmer
from Inwood, who cited the difficult fi-
nancial conditions the pork industry is
suffering. Ver Steeg opposes the climate
change bill now before Congress. “l have
an electricity bill of $2,400 a month,
and [ couldn’t absorb higher costs,”
the farmer said. Opponents of climate
change legislation say restricting carbon
emissions would raise electricity rates
in lowa and other states dependent on
coal-fired electricity generation.

Vilsack said a USDA study shows
the cap-and-trade provision of the bill
would be a “breakeven for agriculture
in the short run. But longer term, there
would be substantial opportunities for
billions of dollars of income for agricul-
ture in trading carbon credits.”

He was asked about help for dairy
farmers. The price of milk has dropped
from 20 cents a pound a year ago to 11
cents this year; hog prices are also down
in part because of a collapse in export
markets. Vilsack said USDA has sharply
increased its purchases of surplus pork
and dairy products and is willing to buy
even more to give to needy people if
Congress provides funds to do so.

USDA is also working to help hog and
dairy producers by suspending foreclo-
sures on direct government loans and by
trying to persuade bankers to practice
forbearance with farmers who have gov-
ernment-guaranteed loans. Hog farmers
have lost money for 22 of the past 24
months, and he said USDA is working to
get foreign nations to lift bans on beef,
chicken and pork imports. One problem
is the media’s use of the term “swine flu”
for the HIN1 virus, he noted.

Vilsack embraced more use of
ethanol. “This is a supply issue. We
need more vehicles that have flex-fuel
capability to use up to 85% ethanol,
and more retail stations with blender
pumps to allow motorists to obtain the
blend they want,” he said. “Also, EPA is
considering raising the ethanol limit in
gasoline to 15% from the current 10%.
Our job at USDA is to educate EPA on
this issue. I've discussed this often with
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson. EPA
now has a better understanding of the
issue than they did eight months ago.”



