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Help for no-till, strip till

By CAROL BROWN
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The No-till/Strip-till Initiative through
the lowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship’s Division of
Soil Conservation is one example. Jim
Gillespie, field services bureau chief,
started it in the spring of 2008 in the
counties of Clay, Dickinson, Emmet,
Kossuth, Palo Alto and Pocahontas to
offer incentives for farmers who don’t
already use no-till or strip till. The three-
year program provides a small payment
for up to 200 acres to be strip tilled or
no-tilled.

“I'm thrilled with the first-year partic-
ipation and support the Soil and Water
Conservation Districts and staff have
provided,” he says. “We started the
project to help farmers realize the soil
quality benefits and to help them under-
stand the management benefits related
to residue cover. We had 24 participants
last year and are offering the opportu-
nity for new participants this year.”

The initiative may expand to other
districts in areas where biomass eth-
anol production uses crop residue as
a resource. In an area being pressured
for harvesting residue, recognizing the
value of soil quality by keeping more
residue on the land is vital. Gillespie
says the project’s future rests in how
participants adopt these practices for
sustainability. Farmers must realize the
long-term benefits of increased organic
matter and reduced soil erosion are pos-
itive effects beyond dollar savings.

Need more no-till, strip till
lowa State University Extension agrono-
mist Mahdi Al-Kaisi supports this effort.

“Using conservation systems that
sustain soil productivity and improve
environmental quality has to be con-
sidered,” he says. “Residue removal
for bioenergy or other uses, such as
livestock feed or bedding, can have a
significant impact on soil productivity
and quality. The continuous removal of
residue coupled with intensive tillage
is well-documented to have a negative
impact.”

The ILF offers opportunities such
as field days and workshops, where
farmers can get answers and feedback
from other farmers who are using these
practices.

In early March ILF presented a
planter clinic in Emmetsburg offering
tips on how to convert a planter to work
in fields with higher amounts of residue.
In addition to machinery guidelines, a
farmer panel of longtime no-tillers took
questions from attendees on specifics,
such as fertilizer application and how
certain challenges were met.

Within the No-till/Strip-till Initiative,
the IDALS soil conservation division
offers guidance and mentoring so
farmers aren’t flying solo. Another tool
Gillespie recommends is I-FARM.

implications of tillage from a soil
quality standpoint,” says Gillespie. “It will
also help them make better economic de-

cisions for their farming operations.”

ILF and its partners encourage a
combination of conservation practices,
including the use of grassed waterways,
buffer strips, stream bank stabilization
and cover crops, in addition to reducing
tillage to achieve maximum results.

Brown is communications specialist
for the lowa Learning Farm.

Learn more

ONTACT the SWCD office

in Clay, Dickinson, Emmet,
Kossuth, Palo Alto and Pocahontas
counties for more information on
the No-till/Strip-till Initiative. Benefits
include lower fuel and improved soil
health. I-FARM is a free Internet tool
to help understand the implications of
tillage from soil quality and economic
standpoints. Visit i-farmtools.org to
explore more.

Farmers across the country were
recently introduced to Genuity™,
Monsanto’s new family of traits
designed to simplify farmers' trait
selection to best meet the needs of
their farms.

Many farmers are already expressing
excitement for the brand. “With so
many technologies on the market, it
can become mind-boggling at times,”
says fourth-generation Brownton,
Minnesota, farmer Joe Griebie, who has
been growing corn and soybeans for
35 years. "I would imagine that the
new system with Genuity” will make
it easier for me to identify the right
traits for my farm.”

Shirley, Illinois, farmer Mike Olson
agrees. "The biotechnology traits that
we look at must be of economic value
tous,” he says. “Any traits that help
us economically or are less labor-
intensive are traits that we are going
to ook at, and it sounds as though
Genuity™ will help us to identify

those traits.”

Helping Farmers Do What They
Do Best...Even Better

Genuity" will encompass Monsanto's
latest corn, soybean, cotton and
specialty crop traits, as well as future
trait technologies in Monsanto's
research and development pipeline.
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FARMERS SHOW ENTHUSIASM FOR THE
NEW GENUITY" BRAND FAMILY OF TRAITS

“Monsanto’s science is only as good as
the solutions and the value our seeds
provide to farmers,” says Ernesto
Fajardo, Monsanto Vice President-U.S.
Commercial. That is why we felt we
needed a new system of Genuity™
traits, to simplify and more clearly
connect our traits with the farmers
who value them. Genuity™ will help
farmers make the connection between
the traits they know and trust and the
new trait technologies that will be
introduced in the future.”

“Genuity™ gives us the opportunity
to position our traits as a family of
innovative products that will enable
farmers to do what they do best,
even better,” Fajardo adds.

“With all the new products available
today, I'm hoping that this new system
will simplify things a little bit,” says
Jeff Hosted of Albion, Indiana. “It can
be challenging at times to decipher all
the different traits and keep straight
what they do for us. It sounds like
Genuity" will make this simpler and
remove some of the guesswork.”

“This new system will become even
more helpful going forward, as
Monsanto has a robust pipeline with
many innovations currently in develop-
ment,” says Dion McBay, Monsanto U.S.
Traits Marketing Lead. “Genuity™ allows
us to bring together these technologies
under one consistent brand.”
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In addition, Genuity™ seed bags will
feature easy-to-read icons representing
herbicide tolerance, insect protection,
weather protection and increased
productivity to illustrate clearly the
benefits the traits offer. The Genuity™
icon system will help farmers match
traits with the specific needs of

their farm.

Beginning with the 2010 growing
season, farmers will be able to order
Genuity™ with the following traits:

+ Genuity" VT Triple PRO™

+ Genuity” Roundup Ready 2 Yield™

+ Genuity" Bollgard II”

+ Genuity" Roundup Ready”
Flex Cotton

+ Genuity" Bollgard II° with Roundup
Ready” Flex Cotton

+ Genuity" specialty crops, including
Genuity" Roundup Ready® Canola
and Genuity™ Roundup Ready”
Sugarbeets

« Genuity" SmartStax” (Scheduled
for introduction in 2010, pending
successful conclusion of the
regulatory process)

For more information, farmers are
invited to visit www.Genuity.com.
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Monsanto Company is a member of BI0's Excellence Through Stewardship= (ETS) Initiative. This product has been commercialized in compliance with the ETS and Monsanto Product Launch Stewardship policies, after meeting applicable
regulatory requirements in ke export markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been
granted. Itis a violation of national and international aw to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Monsanto encourages growers to talk to their grain handler to confirm their buying position
i Cottonseed containing Monsanto traits may not be exported for the purpose of planting without a license from Monsanto.

Growers may utilize the natural refuge option for varieties containing the Bollgard I|® trait in the following states: AL, AR, FL, GA, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS, MO, NC, OK, SC, TN, VA and most of Texas (excluding the Texas counties of Brewster, Crane,
Crockett, Culberson, EL Paso, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecas, Presidio, Reeves, Terrell, Val Verde, Ward and Winkler). The natural refuge aption does not apply to Bollgard 11 Catton grown in areas where pink bollworm is a pest, including CA, AZ, NM
and the above-listed Texas counties. It also remains the case that Bollgard® and Bollgard I Cotton cannot be planted south of Highway 60 in Florida and that Bollgard® Cotton cannot be planted in certain other counties in the Texas panhandle
Refer to the Technology Use Guide and IRM Guide for additional information regarding Bollgard Il ® Bollgard ® natural refuge and EPA-mandated geographical restrictions on the planting of Bt Cotton. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS.
Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to alyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup® agricultural herbicides. Roundup® agricultural herbicides will kil crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. SmartStax™ commercialization

is dependent on many factors, including successful conclusion of requlatory process. SmartStax™ has not been registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Itis a violation of federal law to promote or sell an unregistered pesticide.
Bollgard®, Bollgard II®, Genuity™, Roundup®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield™, VT Triple PRO™ and SmartStax™ are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. Liberty Link and the Water Droplet Design® is a registered trademark of




