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Crops

After 95 years, it’s
husiness as usual
for Texas co-op gin

By J.T. SMITH

THROUGH both horrible crop years
and fantastic seasons, Rule Co-op
Gin has pressed on since its first
season in 1913.

Texas’ oldest continually operating
cooperative gin is humming, heading
into Thanksgiving — and perhaps a
“white” Christmas — as the Rolling
Plains may have one of its best cotton
crops in history.

“It’s sure an above-average crop,”
says Russell Beakley, veteran Rule
cotton grower and vice president of the
Rule Co-op Gin & Elevator board.

Jimmy Teichelman, a co-op board
member from Sagerton, says with good
harvest weather, the crop could be out-
standing. Some dryland cotton looks as
if it had been irrigated because of fre-
quent rains in one of the wettest springs
and summers in Rolling Plains’ history.

Beakley says the 21,000 bales ginned
in 1979 still remains the record. Part
of the reason that record hasn’t been
broken is farmers diversifying opera-

Key Points

M Rule Co-op is in its 95th ginning season
heading toward Thanksgiving.

M Although rooted in cotton, the co-op’s
grain business is growing.

M Farmers in the area are getting more
diverse in their crop mixes.

tions in the area to many crops, often in
rotation with cotton.

Grains will have impact
With wheat prices soaring in 2007, Colby
Christie, Rule Co-op manager, says he
has no doubt a lot of cotton acres will
go into wheat next year.
Many farmers rotate cotton and wheat,
or other crops, as a way to deal with
root rot disease in cotton. Beakley, for
example, devotes 50% of his acreage to
cotton and 50% to wheat as his regular
rotation.

But that’s all right with Rule Co-
op because its board members have
worked for years to try and beef up the
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CMF-425 Vertical Mixer

4.9% APR Financing Available*

2650 Balebuster

7.5% APR Financing Available*

%

888-202-4027

www.haybuster.info/texfarm
*Contact your local dealer.

Increase feed efficiency and save 20 to 30 percent when you process hay and
silage bales with this machine. This self-loading, 2-bale carrying balebuster
processes bales in any condition, and places straw where you need it. It's ideal for
erosion control, and the right side discharge makes operating easy.

Cut, mix and feed
with the CMF-425
Vertical Mixer. This
piece of equipment
has an immense feed
capacity, a large

24” x 42” unloading
door, 36” discharge
conveyor and heavy-
duty 66” twin screw
augers that mix
rations fast. Cut, mix
and feed your rations
more efficiently and
keep your livestock
happy. The CMF-700
is also available.
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READY FOR COTTON: Jimmy Teichelman (left), Rule Cooperative Gin & Elevator
board member; Russell Beakley, vice president of the co-op board; and Colby
Christie, manager, are thankful for a cotton harvest that may be the best ever in the

Rule, Texas, area.

grain division.

Christie notes the co-op han-
dled more than 30 million pounds
of wheat in 2007. But the grain
business is not just a renewed ro-
mance with wheat.

Milo’s background strong

By October, Rule Co-op already
had taken in more than 8 million
pounds of milo — as the region’s
farmers commonly call grain sor-
ghum.

“When it’s all done this fall, the
milo harvest likely will total 15
[million] to 20 million pounds,”
Colby reports. “It depends on
how much the wild hogs get.”

Colby assures milo is no longer
a stepchild crop.

He says beyond cotton, wheat and
sorghum, Rule area growers also pro-
duced peanuts, sesame, soybeans,
mungbeans and some commercial corn
in 2007.

Meanwhile, the Tifton 85 bermudag-
rass production for the year was suc-
cessful.

“The crop mix has gotten real diverse
here,” Colby notes.

But that doesn’t bother him. He grew
up at Hereford in the Texas Panhandle
in grain country, and so his background
fits long-term goals to improve the grain

BACK TO BUSINESS: Colby Christie, manager
of the Rule Cooperative Gin & Elevator in
Texas, and Joyce Ramirez, co-op secretary,
deal with both the cotton and grain business

at the almost century-old continually operating
cooperative.

business of Rule Co-op.

Colby credits office secretary Joyce
Ramirez for keeping the co-op facility
organized each day. He also lauds the
other co-op board members for their
staunch support, including Kraig Kupatt
of Sagerton, co-op president; Robert
“Ace” Turner, director and board secre-
tary, of Rule; and Jerry Saffel, director,
also of Rule.

In five more seasons, Rule Co-op can
celebrate 100 years of operation. More
grain is likely, but it won’t forget its
cotton roots.



