
By DALE ROLLINS

MY recent San Angelo, Texas, GIS 
workshop was full of information.

 Warren Thetford of Precision Brush 
Control (www.precisionbrushcontrol.
com) and Eric Redeker of Landitude 
Inc. (www.landitude.com) and the 
Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research 
Institute (ckwri.tamuk.edu) demon-
strated how precision mapping and 
GIS tools have found a niche in brush 
sculpting. Marc Bartoskewitz, a biolo-
gist with the King Ranch, provided ex-

New technologies invaluable to brush sculpting
amples of how the nation’s largest ranch 
incorporates GIS into its range manage-
ment plans. 

Matthew Schnup, a graduate student 
at Texas A&M University-Kingsville, il-
lustrated new technologies for counting 
quail from helicopters.

Dandy Kothmann, a geospatial spe-
cialist with USDA’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, demonstrated 
how GIS can be used to assist ranchers 
with various resource planning issues 
(See websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov for 
one example.)

I spent most of the work-
shop with my mouth agape 
and uttering, “Wow!”

While the technologies 
for planning and imple-
menting brush sculpting have 
changed immensely, the tools 
for the actual sculpting are hardly new. 

Aldo Leopold, the “father” of wildlife 
management recognized that the “axe, 
plow, cow and fi re” could be used to 
either ravage or restore wildlife habitat. 
For rangelands, Leopold’s “axe” takes the 
form of a Caterpillar tractor or a spray 

plane with an appropriate herbicide, 
serving as chisel and hammer for 
making habitat masterpieces.

I encourage you to incorporate both 
the new and old tools in your toolbox.
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www.JohnDeere.com/7030
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Force
Mucking out the feed pen. Moving
heavy manure wagons. Baling an
endless sea of acres. Meet your
challenges head-on with one of four
new 140- to 180-PTO-hp 7030 Series
Tractors.

At the heart of each machine is a new,
fuel-efficient 6.8-L PowerTech Plus™

engine: Four valves per cylinder.
Electronic fuel management and
common rail delivery. Incredible torque
and power.

Need more power to tackle heavy
windrows or hilly terrain? New optional
Intelligent Power Management
automatically gives you up to 30 engine
hp more for mobile rear PTO work
or transport.

Inside the cab is all-day comfort,
with enhanced controls and lighting.
Three easy-to-use transmission options
let you control the pace. Available IVT™

offers shift-free convenience for easy
loader work and lets you avoid plugging
and keep baling with easy-to-use infinite
speed selection.

For fast cycle times, impressive
visibility, and unmatched integration,
choose a new 746 Loader. John Deere
loaders are engineered with the tractor
to add extra strength, durability, and
hydraulic compatibility, making this
combination greater than the sum of
its parts.

Get earth-shattering power and
ground-breaking performance to meet
the challenges of your operation. See
your dealer today to learn more about
the all-new 7030 Series Tractors.

TEXAS

ALICE
South Texas Impl. Co.

ATHENS
Athens Equip.Co.

BEAUMONT
Eastex Farm & Home

BRYAN
Coufal-Prater Equipment, LTD.

CHILDRESS
Western Equipment, LLC

FLOYDADA
Ray Lee Equipment Company

FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg Equipment

OKLA HO MA
ADA
Davidson Implement Co.

ALVA
Western Equipment Co.

BLACKWELL
Blackwell Equipment

CLINTON
Western Equipment LLC

CHICKASHA
Standridge Equip. Co., Inc.

ELK CITY
Midwest Farm Supply, Inc.

ENID
P & K Equip., Inc.

GUYMON
Panhandle Imp. Co. of 
Guymon

KINGFISHER
P & K 
Equip., Inc.

PAULS VALLEY
Agee
Equip. Co.

PRAGUE
Grissom
Impl., Inc.

GAINESVILLE
Pettit Machinery, Inc.

GIDDINGS
Jaeger's, Incorporated

HARLINGEN
Harlingen Impl.  Co.

LIBERTY
Eastex Farm & 
Home

LITTLEFIELD
Rawls Equipment - LTD

MISSION
Weaks Martin
Impl. Co.

MORTON
Rawls Equipment LTD

MUNDAY
Quality Implement Co.

NACOGDOCHES
Fish & Still 
Equip. Co., Inc.

PLAINVIEW
Ray Lee Equipment Company

PLEASANTON
Tractor City

ROBSTOWN
Robstown Hardware 
Company

TAHOKA
Taylor Tractor & Equipment. Co.

TEMPLE
Coufal-Prater Equipment, Ltd.

TYLER
Tyler Equipment Inc.

VICTORIA, TX
Victoria Farm Equipment Co.

WESLACO
Neuhaus & Company, Ltd.

ARTESIA
Pecos Valley Equipment

NEW MEXICO


