For a small 5-acre grower producing
11,000 pounds, this would be an an-
nual cost of about $0.155 per pound.
It is highly unlikely the labor savings for
the small farmer would be high enough
to justify the large baler. However, the
farmer might partner with neighbors on
a baler to lower the cost.

For a 50-acre grower producing
110,000 pounds, this cost would be
$0.015 per pound. In this case, the in-
vestment is probably worthwhile.

Incentives or cost-sharing oppor-
tunities also may be available through
tobacco buying companies for switching
over to large bales, which would further
lower the cost of conversion.

RESEARCH UNDER WAY

Research is under way at the University
of Tennessee to measure the difference
in labor cost between the big-bale and
the traditional 80-pound-bale system.
The results from this study will provide
better guidance to producers in different
situations about the potential value of
making the switch.

At this time, the university has talked
to many farmers who have made the
switch and are happy with it. They feel
the labor savings are worth the cost, and
they would not go back. These produc-
ers were all growing at least 50,000
pounds

There have been concerns about heat
buildup in the wetter burley bales and
resulting deterioration of leaf, as well
as possible increases in tobacco-specific
nitrosamine content. In research at the
University of Tennessee, tobacco in big
bales has shown no more tendencies to
heat up than in standard traditional 80-
to 100-pound bales, indicating no prob-
lem when tobacco was baled at moisture
contents of less than 24%.
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TN 970LC

Hybrid Burley Tobacco

TN 97LC has good resistance to the following:

* Black Shank
* Tobacco Vein Mottling
* Tobacco Etch Virus

* Tobacco Mosaic Virus
* Black Root Rot
* Wildfire

Look For TN 97LC packaged from these fine dealers:

Clay’s Seeds, Inc.
PO Box 27
Carlisle, KY 40311

F. W. Rickard Seeds, Inc.

Newton Seed, Inc.
4675 Canton Pike
Hopkinsville, K 42240

Workman Farms, Inc.

4274 Colby Road 2343 Kelso Road
Winchester, KY 40391 Murray, KY 42071
TENNESSEE

2 ADVANCED
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Bale Your Labor Costs Away
with Granville Equipment 5

“BACCA”

# Today s most elTicient tobacco
baling system
* Developed o achieve durabiliiy.
relabiliny, and mobalay
* 547 deep chamber creates
bess plunges for greater speed
* Standand featunes include wire leeders,
side sleps, and 137 wheels
* Hydraulic components built in the
LISA with 4500 psi haose
* Raler accessaries include: Sininkss
Steel Electronic Scale, low nodse
series 10 HP Electric Power Lnit.
ol loading conveyor

Equipment for the
Hicrent Farme

Distributed near you through:
London Tobacco Marke
London, Kentucky

Phofe: HlG-ETE-SHHI

www landoniobacco, com

Granville Eguipment
4602-A Watkins Road
Oixford, NC 27365
Office: 919-693-7268
www, granvilleequipment.com




