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By JOSH FLINT

FOUR years from now, 10 Illinois 
students will graduate with ag 
degrees, paid in part by State 

Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias.
Each of the students received a $2,500 

Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship 
at the treasurer’s annual Agriculture 
Breakfast. More than 100 high school 
students applied for the scholarships, 
which were awarded based on grades, 
community service and a personal 
essay.

“I think it’s extremely important to 
keep kids interested in agriculture,” 
Giannoulias says. “It’s our most impor-
tant industry.”

This year, the amount of scholar-
ships was doubled from last year’s fi ve. 
Giannoulias says it’s important to rec-
ognize how many jobs agriculture pro-
vides Illinois.

Kaitlin Weitekamp, a scholarship 
winner from Raymond, plans to study 
agribusiness at the University of Illinois. 
As FFA president, she had the opportu-
nity to meet ADM CEO Patricia Woertz. 
“That was an eye-opening experience,” 
she remembers.

Upon graduation, Weitekamp hopes 
to work for a large company such as 
ADM or Monsanto. “After that, I’d like to 
start my own agribusiness,” she says.

She already has some business ex-
perience. Weitekamp has owned and 
operated a lawn care business in her 
hometown since 2003. She does the bulk 
of the mowing, with her dad helping out 
only when she’s overbooked.

Laura Overmyer of Oregon wants 
to be a veterinarian. She’ll complete 
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her undergraduate work at Augustana 
College, majoring in biology. 

Overmyer’s inspiration comes from 
her mom, a vet technician. Plus, she en-
joyed raising steers, sheep and rabbits as 
4-H projects. At veterinary school, she’ll 
specialize in large animals. Eventually, 
she hopes to conduct research on ge-
netics and reproduction. The $2,500 

boost from the treasurer will help in the 
pursuit of her dream, she says.

“I picked one of the more expen-
sive undergraduate programs, and vet 
school is not cheap, so the scholarship 
defi nitely helps out,” Overmyer adds.

■ Visit www.PrairieFarmer.com for a 
complete list and photo of winners.

At AgriGold, everything we do revolves around your corn.
So, imagine what could happen on your farm when you combine world class genetics with YieldGard
VecTran Technology, advanced agronomic knowledge and local experts focused on corn.

It’s a new look at corn. It’s Corn 360o.
Call 800.262.7333 or visit www.agrigold.com to experience Corn 360o.

AgriGold® and design are registered trademarks of Limagrain Genetics Corp. The Corn Specialist is a registered trademark of
AgReliant Genetics, LLC. Always follow grain marketing and IRM requirements and pesticide label directions. B.t. products
may not be registered in all states. Check with your seed representative for registration status in your area. YieldGard®, YieldGard VT® and Design,
and YieldGard VT Triple® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Details of
these requirements can be found in the Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication.

GENETICS + AGRONOMICS + SPECIALISTS = CORN 360O
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