
RESEARCH from the 
University of Illinois 
indicates that Illinois 

growers who planted corn or 
soybeans near the end of June 
can expect a 50% reduction in 
crop yield.

A cooler and wetter-than-
average spring has left Illinois, 
Indiana and Iowa furthest 
behind on planted corn and 
soybeans. Several other states 
are lagging behind their normal 
planting schedules, but by a 
lesser margin. 

In Illinois, corn was 7 inches 

Expect half the yield from very late corn

PRODUCERS facing late-
planting decisions have a 

place to go for help. 
“Late Planting 

and Crop Insurance 
Decisions” is now 
available on University 
of Illinois Extension’s 
Farmdoc Web site. 

“The information 
emphasizes crop insur-
ance decisions related to late 
planting,” says Gary Schnitkey, 
U of I Extension farm fi nancial 

high as of June 9, com-
pared to an average 
of 17 inches by that 
time in recent years. 
Emerson Nafziger, U of I 
crop sciences professor, 
says cool temperatures 
and the third wettest 
January-April since 
1895 in Illinois have led 
to delays that are undercutting 
potential yields. 

“This has been a bad 
spring by most measures,” 
says Nafziger. “We kept seeing 
forecasts that looked favor-

able and then it didn’t 
happen. The chance of 
having above-average 
yields has diminished 
greatly.” 

Cool temperatures 
and too much rain have 
led to delays that are 
undercutting poten-
tial yields. Nafziger’s 

analysis of previous years’ corn 
planting data in Illinois deter-
mined that “we can expect 50% 
of the maximum yield when 
planting is done around June 
15-20.”

management specialist.
Information is included 

on farm-level poli-
cies such as Actual 
Production History, Crop 
Revenue Coverage, 
Income Protection and 
Revenue Assurance, all 
of which have replant 
and prevented planting 
provisions that impact 

planting decisions.
Group Risk Plans and Group 

Risk Income Plans do not have 

replant or prevented planting 
provisions.

Resources on the Web site 
include:

■ Final planting dates, late 
planting and prevented planting: 
Describes fi nal planting dates, 
the late planting period, and 
prevented planting for Illinois 
farm-level policies. 

■ Crop insurance/cropping 
decision for corn with question-
able stands and a farm-level 
crop insurance policy has been 

Those growing soybeans in 
southern Illinois may get 50% 
of their maximum yield if they 
plant no later than June 25-30, 
he adds. Some growers — in 
southern Illinois especially 
— had to replant as wet condi-
tions caused some seed to rot.

Perhaps all is not lost 
Despite the poor conditions, 
Nafziger says it is encouraging 
that 95% of Illinois corn acres 
were planted by mid-June. 
While some acres had to be 
replanted, high temperatures 

Web site offers late-planting info
purchased: describes alterna-
tives in the case of corn with 
marginal corn populations. 

■ Crop insurance/cropping 
decisions when no crop has 
been planted and farm-level 
crop insurance has been 
purchased: describes alterna-
tives when no crop has been 
planted. 

■ Late-planting evaluator: 
a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet 
for evaluating alternatives.

■ Access the information 
online at www.farmdoc.uiuc.
edu/manage/newsletters/
fefo08_11/fefo08_11.html.

should help boost the growth 
rate of what has survived, he 
says. 

Soybeans are further behind. 
Only 66% of the soybean crop 
was in the ground as of June 9, 
compared to an average 92% 
planted by this time in recent 
years. Most growers will not get 
the yields they expect, but high 
prices for their crops and crop 
insurance should see them 
through, Nafziger notes. 

“Even with high costs, the 
yield needed to cover costs 
is relatively low when corn is 
more than $6 a bushel,” he says. 
“But we’re looking at some real 
disappointment at having so 
much income potential not re-
alized this year due to weather-
related crop problems.”

U of I Extension offers 
advice on crop insurance 
and crop planting issues, in-
cluding resources describing 
fi nal planting dates, prevent-
planting provisions relative to 
crop insurance, options when 
corn stands are marginal and 
options when no crop has been 
planted. Visit www.farmdoc.
uiuc.edu/manage/newsletters/
fefo08_11/fefo08_11.html.

Source: University of Illinois

SCHNITKEY

NAFZIGER

•  Extra wide 24" (61 cm) belt.
•  Smooth transition from horizontal to incline.
•  Optional greater discharge height (non portable 

units only).
•  Higher capacity with lower belt speeds.
•  Drive choices.
•  Guide roller assembly to keep belt 

tracking properly.

•  S-type drive on return belt for greater drive 
effi ciency and lower belt tension requirements. 
Includes snub pulley to give greater wrap at drive 
pulley for slip-free operation.

(61 cm) belt. •  S-type drive on return belt for greater driv

Drive-Over Hopper Belt ConveyorDrive-Over Hopper Belt Conveyor

Low Profi le. High Capacity.

er
rop

assembly to keep belt 
perly.

Removable hitch tube.
Self cleaning wing type tail pulley.

Receive from side dump 
wagons, as well as bottom 
dump and rear dump vehicles.s.

Spring loaded belt take-up for 
lower operating belt tensions.

Low drive-over clearance requires 
only 5-1/2" (14 cm) clearance. 7' 
wide x 10' long ramp area.

The large discharge outlet features a full 
16" x 21" (41 x 53 cm) rectangular outlet. 
The spout is fully adjustable and sits a 
full 3'-4" (.91 m-10 cm) above the ground. 
Capacities range up to 10,000 BPH.

To learn more about the 
Hutchinson Drive-Over Hopper 
Belt Conveyor, call us today at 

1-800-523-6993.

HUTCHINSON/MAYRATH
A Division of GLOBAL Industries, Inc.
P.O. Box 629 • Clay Center, Kansas 67432 
Ph. (785) 632-2161 • FAX (785) 632-5964
www.hutchweb.com
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