
Key points
■ One volunteer corn plant per square meter 

of soybeans causes yield loss.
■ Volunteer corn left alone cold be a haven 

for promoting insect resistance.
■ Scout early — choose effective grass 

herbicide and spray accordingly.

By TOM J. BECHMAN

BATTLES against volunteer corn in 
soybeans go way back.

Before post-grass products 
and Roundup Ready soybeans, some 
folks wicked it with Roundup. Others let 
it go and watched profi ts dwindle. Poast, 
Fusilade and the ensuing host of grass 

Must tackle volunteer corn
TOO MANY TO LEAVE: 
Taking out these volunteer 
plants is worth the cost.

herbicides made control 
much easier.

Enter Roundup Ready 
corn and — guess what? 
Volunteer corn the next 

year is also Roundup Ready. Suddenly 
it’s either invest in a post-grass treat-
ment or live with an ugly fi eld.

Prevent yield loss
Bill Johnson, Purdue University weed-
control specialist, says there are two 
reasons to take out Roundup Ready vol-
unteer corn. And neither has anything 
to do with ugly corn.

“First, we’re looking at yield loss” 
Johnson says. A Purdue University 
study in 2008 showed that the economic 
threshold for payback for spraying was 
less one to two volunteer plants per 
square meter of soybeans.

At around one volunteer corn plant 
per square meter, yield for soybeans 
was signifi cantly lower by about 2 or 
more bushels per acre. At four plants 
per square meter, yield dropped from 54 
to 36 bushels per acre.

“Most volunteer GMO corn carries Bt 
genes,” Johnson says. “Work by Purdue 
entomologists indicates that the Bt toxin 
is present at lower doses. 

“They’re not sure what that might 
mean for insect populations that Bt corn 
controls. But they suspect that over 
time, it could contribute to faster onset 
of insect resistance.

“Volunteer corn tends to hide under 
the canopy early,” he says. “We recom-
mend scouting and spraying in a timely 
manner with a grass herbicide.”

SPECTRUM Technologies Inc. is of-
fering the new SM100 WaterScout 

soil moisture monitor, which boasts 
accurate soil moisture readings with 
little soil disturbance.

The thin, tapered shape of the 
SM100 allows for easy insertion into 
the soil, and the available hand-held 
reader makes taking fast and accu-
rate readings a snap. Also, the SM100 
can be buried and used as a remote 
sensor with the WatchDog data-log-
ging weather station.

■ Call 800-248-8873 or visit www.
specmeters.com.

MOISTURE MONITOR: The new 
WaterScout SM100 offers fast, 
accurate soil moisture readings with 
little disturbance to the soil or root zone.

Tool keeps tabs 
on fi eld moisture

ESN Smart Nitrogen for corn and wheat.

Give your crops the nitrogen they need this spring. A one-time application of ESN® Smart 
Nitrogen is a time-saving, cost-effective way to ensure adequate nitrogen for crop 
development. ESN is a smart fertility option, delivering N requirements to your growing 
crop throughout the season.

ESN Smart Nitrogen is a controlled release nitrogen fertilizer.

ESN has a unique polymer coating that covers the urea granule providing N to crops  
at a predictable rate throughout a typical 90 day growing cycle. N release is controlled 
by soil temperature and moisture, delivering N when the growing crop needs it most  
and minimizing loss. ESN can improve nitrogen-use efficiency and yields – and prevent 
leaching, volatilization and nitrogen run-off.

Simply put, it’s a smarter source of nitrogen.

Get N in your fields more easily this spring. Ask your fertilizer retailer about 
ESN Smart Nitrogen today or visit www.smartnitrogen.com. 

Smart nitrogen. Smart decision for spring.
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