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Can you make your kids love the farm?
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UR little 4-year-old, Nathan, is
Oa typical farm kid. He loves his

toy tractors. He could spend all
day in the tractor, the combine or the
semi riding with whoever happens to be
behind the wheel. And he loves cows.
Large parts of his day are spent moving
toy hay bales around, feeding plastic
cows.

But what if he didn’t like any of
that stuff? What if he turned down
repeat offers of tractor rides, and he
didn’t really want (another) tractor for
Christmas?

Could we make him love the farm?

It’s a thought that can stir fear in the
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hearts of farmers, particularly those
who dream of handing down the opera-
tion, this lifetime of work.

We all know situations where an indi-
vidual has spent a life amassing ground
and has no one to pass it on to — or at
least no one who cares about it as he
does. Heirs plan the land sale, and farms
get divided off. Sure, it’s sad to see, but
could anything have been done differ-
ently? Did those folks make a mistake?
Could they have taught their kids to
love the farm?

The short answer is no. God made
them who they are, with their own inter-
ests and personalities.

Take our little friend, Brett. He'’s
a T-year-old kid whose parents farm,
and they’'ve done all the right things
to interest him in what they do. But he
doesn’t care to ride in anything resem-
bling a tractor.

He’ll work and do his chores, but
farming isn’t his thing. If you want to see
his eyes light up, start talking sports.
He knows all the players, and he’ll even
listen to baseball with his bus driver. His
parents are baffled, but his mom says
something just clicked when he saw his
first football game.

His parents won’t force it, but you
can bet Brett will still be exposed to
agriculture, even if he continues to be
lukewarm about it. Because even though
you can’t teach them to love the farm,

you can teach them to appreciate it. To
appreciate the business, the way of life
and the way the land can produce a crop
when it’s coaxed with a little know-how.
And to appreciate the work ethic that
goes into that know-how.

Music Appreciation 101

There are, of course, a variety of ways
to teach on the farm. A child who isn’t
crazy about showing cattle can still learn
responsibility from a good livestock
project. Breaking a calf to lead teaches
perseverance, daily chores require com-
mitment, and making your way around
a show ring requires preparation and
mental toughness. If they don’t love it,
then you just don’t go over the top and
insist they show at every fair in the tri-
state area.

It’s not unlike piano lessons. Plenty
of adults took piano as a kid — and
hated it — but are now glad they did it.
Along the way, they learned something
about music, rhythm and diligence.
They learned to appreciate the music,
even if they didn’t become professional
musicians.

And when their parents model a bal-
anced lifestyle, specifically not allowing
farm responsibilities to repeatedly over-
take family life, those kids can learn to
appreciate what their parents do. When
they grow up and go on to a life off the
farm, they have a positive background
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to draw on and share with their city col-
leagues. And who knows? Someday they
may even look back and feel a little love.

B Comments? E-mail hspangler@
farmprogress.com.
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A decline in predators has led to an unchecked
growth in our population, severely straining our
food supply, leaving only the strongest
to survive. ... And that, son, is why /
get the last carrot”

“We’ve always been pleased with the
FBi buildings we’ve built.”

Satisfaction — value from start to finish.

Talk to FBi... and you'll deal with professionals who will put your needs first. Our goal is
to ensure you get the right building for your operation — an enduring asset to your farm.
Whether you need a comfortable shop or spacious machine shed, FBi will give you the
helpful planning tools, resources and advice you need to make the best decision. And you
can count on quality construction by company-employed crews.

Call FBi today and request your FREE floor planning kit with scaled machinery pieces!

Serving farmers’ building needs since 1958!

— Bob Suiter

€€ It has been a life-long dream
to have a nice shop ... I chose FBi

11l FBi Buildings.

because my number one
consideration is quality.

Bob Suiter
Raub, Indiana

1-800-552-2981 « www.fbibuildings.com




