
DAN Steinkruger, who started with 
the Farm Service Agency in 1977, 
has been appointed director of 

the Nebraska FSA offi ce. Steinkruger 
fi rst worked as a fi eld reporter with 
the Lancaster County offi ce when the 
agency was known as the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service.

He had been serving as acting state 
FSA director.

His other FSA positions include 
working as a program assistant in the 
Harlan County ASCS offi ce until be-
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NEBRASKA Farm Bureau has called 
on USDA to consider several ac-
tions to help struggling beef, dairy 

and pork producers in the state and na-
tionwide. 

“Nebraska’s livestock producers have 
been hit with low prices for well over a 
year, resulting in millions of dollars in 
fi nancial loss, for them personally and 
for Nebraska’s economy,” Farm Bureau 
President Keith Olsen says. Olsen is a 
farmer from Grant.

Cattle feeders are trying to cope with 
market prices that are well below their 
break-even point, Olsen adds, and pork 

Farm Bureau calls for more aid from USDA
producers have seen their Chinese and 
Russian export markets disappear be-
cause of the H1N1 fl u scare.

“Farmers and ranchers are no 
strangers to tough times, but they need 
assistance now,” he explains. “Some 
livestock farmers are at the point of 
going out of business, which will hurt 
local employment and the entire local 
economy.”

Farm Bureau asked USDA Secretary 
Tom Vilsack to consider these actions 
to provide immediate assistance:

■ make meat commodities the 
main target for export sales, through 

the Market Access and Foreign Market 
Development programs

■ redirect funds in the Emerging 
Markets Program to improve technical 
assistance for promotion of beef and 
pork exports in newer foreign markets

■ use unobligated funds to increase 
Farm Service Agency loan guarantees 
for livestock producers, to give them 
access to private capital to remain in 
business

■ direct FSA and the Farm Credit 
Administration to allow for greater 
forbearance and deferments on out-
standing operating loans for livestock 

producers
■ ask other members of the presi-

dent's Cabinet to make procurement of 
meat products a priority in their depart-
ments

Nebraska produces 20% of U.S. beef 
and is the fi fth-largest producer of pork. 
The livestock industry is responsible for 
two-thirds of the cash receipts for agri-
culture, the state’s largest industry.

“Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers 
are the backbone of our economy,” 
Olsen says. “When they suffer economi-
cally, it’s never long before the entire 
state feels the impact.”

DAN STEINKRUGER

coming the county executive director 
in Cass County in December 1979. He 
moved to the state offi ce in Lincoln in 
1993 where he worked as a conservation 
programs specialist. In 1996, Steinkruger 
was promoted to the chief of the produc-
tion compliance programs section.  

“I look forward to representing the 
president and USDA in the adminis-
tration of federal farm programs to 
Nebraska farmers,” Steinkruger says. 
“We have an excellent team in 71 fi eld 
offi ces in Nebraska that will continue to 

provide loans and deliver safety net pro-
grams to assist Nebraska agriculture.”

Maxine Moul, a former lieutenant  
governor of Nebraska from 1990 to 1993, 
was named USDA Rural Development di-
rector for the state.

The USDA-Rural Development of-
fi ces in Lincoln, Kearney, North Platte, 
Scottsbluff, Ainsworth and Norfolk pro-
vide access to the federal government’s 
loans and grants for rural business, 
housing, utilities and community devel-
opment programs.  

Big Red Demo Days. Go to bigred.honda.com for details.
MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. 
ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH 
THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION” AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE 
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