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Nebraska leaders lead by their examples
Those featured in this issue bring 

that point home once again.
Dennis Gengenbach of Smithfi eld 

hopes to burn ethanol in all his gasoline- 

and diesel-powered farm and family ve-
hicles someday before he retires, but he 
knows the technology is as yet unavail-
able. He’s helped a central-Nebraska 

group test a converted GM 8.1-liter ir-
rigation engine to run on 100% ethanol, 
and has two of those engines on his own 
farm. “If we grow the fuel, we should fuel 
up with it,” he says.

Picking up on that irrigation engine 
potential — approximately 100,000 wells 
exist in Nebraska — is another newly 
formed partnership, CleanFlex Power 
Systems, featured on Page 18. Their con-
cept involves a stationary John Deere 
diesel engine modifi ed to burn diesel 
and hydrous ethanol.

There needs to be more incentives for 
these renewable-fuel solutions and more 
coordination among the innovators. And 
more farmers need to get involved.

We produce 1.6 billion gallons of eth-
anol annually in Nebraska, but consume 
only 5% or less of it in our low-popula-
tion state. Since ethanol is already here 
in vast amounts and it’s a valuable re-
newable resource, let’s fi nd ways to use 
more of it in Nebraska.  

Stewards and innovators
Another focus in this issue is on the 
leaders of the beef and pork quality-as-
surance programs in Nebraska and why 
participation in these programs is more 
critical than ever. Livestock handling 
practices that document your animal-
care practices may well be mandatory 
someday. To avoid that possibility, join 
your state livestock organizations and 
enroll in their BQA programs. Animal-
rights extremists are waiting in the wings 
to control your livelihood and even try 
to shut you down. It’s happening in other 
states right now.

Nebraska’s dairy producers can 
expect a dairy beef quality-assurance 
program to be rolled out next winter.

In this issue, too, are great examples 
of livestock producers recognized as 
environmental stewards. Terry O’Neel 
of Friend, shown on our cover, works 
hard to make his family’s pork opera-
tion a showplace on swine rearing and 
natural resource protection. On Page 
32, he explains a how a biofi lter in a fi n-
ishing barn exhausts air through a bed 
of pallets topped with wood chips, sig-
nifi cantly reducing odors.

For beef quality-assurance leaders, 
read about Anne Burkholder and John 
Schroeder in this issue. 

Harvest goes smoother with every Brent grain cart.  Add 
in the new model 82 series twisting, turret-style down-
spout with 60˚ rotation for precisely controlling grain 
flow and you’ll push harvest efficiency to the max.

The corner-auger positioning provides the industry’s greatest 
unloading reach and height.  Add in the turret-style down-
spout with funnel design and you’re in complete control of 
your grain flow without splatter. 

Capacities range from 1,200 bushels to 750 bushels and the 
patented Soft-Start auger mechanism ensures a smooth and 
complete engagement of the upper and lower augers for 
longer driveline life.

Add a pleasant twist to your harvest plans. Stop by your 
nearest Brent products dealer today for a first-hand look at all 
the industry-leading features of the Brent 82 series grain carts. 
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