
Preserving family farms 
requires truth, not legislation
Dear Editor,

The current legislation in the 
Missouri Senate, Senate Bill 364, is all 
about what is wrong in today’s farming. 
This bill camoufl ages itself behind the 
word “family,” yet its directives would 
eliminate competition and burden local 
communities with large concentrated 
animal feeding operations, or CAFOs, 
that they will not be prepared for. 

In addition, parts of this bill elimi-
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nate the ability for a family to redress in 
court for a grievance caused by a CAFO. 
If a CAFO contaminates your water 
supply, causes your lifestyle to change 
tremendously, or causes injury to a 
family member, then you cannot sue. 
I thought the right to sue and redress 
was in our U.S. Constitution. 

The truth is, these “nuisance” suits, 
as this proposed bill calls them, have 
been recognized in the past by the 
courts under the “fi rst come, fi rst serve” 
ideology. If the family farmers or rural 

homeowners are there fi rst, before the 
CAFO, then their rights should come 
fi rst. If the CAFO was there fi rst, their 
rights come before the homeowners.

How dare some legislators try to 
take away our rights guaranteed under 
the Constitution and then call anyone a 
fanatic for questioning this bill. This bill 
would support the large corporations 
that are in the back pockets of the lob-
byists behind this bill. This bill would 
allow an open door into our rural areas 
without accountability or responsibility 

to family farmers who have been there 
for more than 50 years; some of them 
are Century Farms.

Any discussion over such a deli-
cate matter fi rst requires the truth to 
be spoken, not the mass cover-up that 
large corporate agriculture has done 
with this bill. Please contact your state 
legislator and tell him to vote “no” on 
S.B. 364 to preserve the beauty and in-
tegrity of rural Missouri and support 
real family farmers.

Robert Scholz, Elmo
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*  Financing subject to John Deere Credit approval. Orders must be placed between May 1 and August 31, 2007. 
Please see your John Deere dealer for details and for complete list of qualifying products.

SPECIAL EARLY ORDER SAVINGS ON SEEDING & TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

Thinking about upgrading your tillage and 

seeding equipment? Special Early Order deals make 

this the very best time to trade up to John Deere-quality 

and reliability without working over your balance sheet. Choose big cash discounts or 

low-rate fi nancing.* Either way, you’ll save plenty. Best of all, you’ll get a John Deere 

tillage tool, planter, air seeder, or box drill spec’d with the right options and attachments 

for your operation. Plus, you’ll maximize your investment and improve your asset 

management when you take delivery before next use season. Talk to your John Deere 

dealer today. The sooner you order, the bigger the savings.
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MISSOURI

ALTON
Larson Farm &
Lawn Inc.

BETHANY
Watson Farm
Supply, Inc.

CARTHAGE
Murrell Equip. Co.

CHILLICOTHE
Sydenstricker Farm &
Lawn

DUTZOW
Schweissguth Bros., Inc.

HERMANN
L & S Equip., Inc.

JEFFERSON CITY
Weber Equipment
Co., L.L.C.

KENNETT
Bazzell & Wilder, Inc.

KIRKSVILLE
Sydenstricker Farm & Lawn

LAMAR
Barton County
Implement Co.

LEES SUMMIT
Jackson County
Implement Co.

MACON
Sydenstricker
Farm & Lawn

MARSHALL
Deems Farm Equip.

MAYSVILLE
Wells Impl., Inc.

MEXICO
Sydenstricker
Implement Co.

PALMYRA
Sydenstricker Farm
& Lawn

SAINT JOSEPH
Horizon
Equipment, Inc.

SALISBURY
J.F. Roling & Son, Inc.

TIPTON
Schaffter
Equipment, Inc.
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